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Firefighters Sa\ The\ Were Stiffed in Iraq
B\ RYAN ABBOTT 

LiNe TZeetTZeet  ShareThis

     WASHINGTON (CN) - IQ D IHGHUDO FODVV DFWLRQ, 28 ILUHILJKWHUV VD\  WDFNHQKXW,

KBR DQG HDOOLEXUWRQ IRUFHG WKHP WR ZRUN DURXQG WKH FORFN LQ AIJKDQLVWDQ DQG

IUDT EXW SDLG WKHP IRU RQO\  KDOI WKHLU WLPH, DQG UHVSRQGHG WR UHTXHVWV IRU IDLU SD\

ZLWK "VKRUWKDQG WKUHDWV WR ILUH" WKHP, VXFK DV "'FKLFNHQ RU EHHI,' ZKLFK UHIHUUHG WR

WKH GLQLQJ FKRLFHV RQH KDG RQ WKH IOLJKW KRPH IURP IUDT."

     TKH ILUHILJKWHUV VXHG WKH FRQWUDFWRUV IRU IUDXG, FRQVSLUDF\  DQG EUHDFK RI

FRQWUDFW.

     "TKLV FRPSODLQW DOOHJHV DFWLRQV DQG RPLVVLRQV RI GHIHQGDQWV, LQ FRQVSLUDF\  ZLWK

HDFK RWKHU, DQG LQGLY LGXDOO\ , GRQH WR GHIHDW WKH ULJKW RI APHULFDQ FLWL]HQV WR

UHFHLY H WKHLU ODZIXO ZDJHV UHTXLUHG E\  JRY HUQPHQW FRQWUDFWV - LQFOXGLQJ LQ-

FRXQWU\  SD\ , GDQJHU SD\ , RQ-FDOO SD\ , XS-OLIW SD\ , RY HUWLPH, DQG RWKHU EHQHILWV

DQG FRPSHQVDWLRQ," WKH FRPSODLQW VWDWHV.

     TKH ZRUNHUV FODLP WKDW PRUH WKDQ 2,000 ILUHILJKWHUV ZHUH GXSHG LQWR VLJQLQJ

FRQWUDFWV WKDW SURPLVHG RY HUWLPH DQG RQ-FDOO SD\  "LQ RUGHU WR LQGXFH WKHP WR OHDY H

WKHLU IDPLOLHV LQ WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV DQG ZRUN XQGHU KDUVK FRQGLWLRQV LQ IUDT DQG

AIJKDQLVWDQ."

     TKH ILUHILJKWHUV VD\  WKH\  ZHUH RQ FDOO GD\  DQG QLJKW, ZHUH XQDEOH WR VOHHS DQG

ZHUH IRUFHG WR DFFHSW SD\  IRU RQO\  1 2  KRXUV. TKH\  FODLP WKH\  ZHUH IRUFHG WR

SHUIRUP DVVLJQPHQWV DERY H WKHLU SD\  JUDGHV DQG NHHS ZDONLH-WDONLHV QH[W WR WKHLU

HDUV ZKLOH WKH\  VOHSW.

     "WKHQ SODLQWLIIV FRPSODLQHG WKDW WKH\  ZHUH EHLQJ VKRUWHG SD\ , WKDW WKH\  ZHUH

EHLQJ UHTXLUHG E\  KBR WR ZRUN RQ-FDOO KRXUV ZLWKRXW SD\ , WKDW KBR ZDV

FRPPDQGLQJ WKHP DURXQG, WSI [WDFNHQKXW SHUY LFHV IQWHUQDWLRQDO] LQIRUPHG

WKHP WKDW WKH\  ZHUH OXFN\  WR KDY H MREV, WKDW WKH\  ZRXOG EH ILUHG DQG VHQW EDFN WR

APHULFD, DQG WKDW PDQ\  ZHUH ZDLWLQJ LQ OLQH IRU WKHLU MREV," WKH ILUHILJKWHUV VD\ .

"VDULRXV SKUDVHV ZHUH XVHG DV VKRUWKDQG WKUHDWV WR ILUH LI WKH PODLQWLIIV FRQWLQXHG WR

FRPSODLQ, VXFK DV 'FKLFNHQ RU EHHI,' ZKLFK UHIHUUHG WR WKH GLQLQJ FKRLFHV RQH KDG RQ

WKH IOLJKW KRPH IURP IUDT."

     TKH ILUHILJKWHUV FODLP WKDW KBR, WDFNHQKXW DQG HDOOLEXUWRQ ZHUH SDLG E\  WKH

JRY HUQPHQW IRU WKHLU H[WUD ZRUN, EXW "GHIHQGDQWV UHIXVH WR SD\  SODLQWLIIV, EXW

LQVWHDG SRFNHW WKH PRQH\ ."

     TKH\  VHHN FODVV FHUWLILFDWLRQ DQG FRPSHQVDWRU\  DQG SXQLWLY H GDPDJHV RI $1 00

PLOOLRQ IRU IUDXG, EUHDFK RI FRQWUDFW, FRQVSLUDF\  DQG IDLOXUH WR SD\  RY HUWLPH.

     TKH FODVV LV UHSUHVHQWHG E\  WKH IRUPHU KHDG RI WKH U.S. OIILFH RI SSHFLDO CRXQVHO

SFRWW BORFK. 
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